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With full-color maps in a spectacular three-dimensional rendering, the Atlas in the Round series

offers an amazing perspective on Earth Studies and Natural Science. An extraordinary

three-dimensional look at the world as it appears from above, ATLAS IN THE ROUND offers the

ideal global view for all children of the 20th and 21st centuries. Developed by the team that created

the award-winning "Mountain High Maps" for international television newscasts, this stunning

volume depicts the countries of the world in a unique global context. Thematic pages detail

population patterns, weather systems, volcanic regions, and more. With more than 120 full-color

photographs, nineteen regional maps, and special emphasis on high-interest areas of the globe.
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Grade 4-6-Using computer-generated images, this atlas supposedly gives children an idea of what

Earth's landforms look like from above, free of clouds, ice (for the Northern Hemisphere, at least),

and the distortions of standard flat projections. As shapes on the maps' rims must be foreshortened

to maintain the illusion of depth, the whole idea is fundamentally nonsensical-which the authors

tacitly acknowledge by quickly dropping the premise, superimposing color coding, political

boundaries, labels, and arcs of latitude and longitude upon their 18 large, and several dozen

smaller, hemispherical pictures of the planet. Still-information in the labels, captions, and systematic



descriptive text is current enough to include the recently renamed Canadian province of Nunavut; a

plethora of ground-level color photos, though postage-stamp sized, are sharp and bright; and the

small maps add useful views of ocean floors, tectonic plates, climate zones, and the like. A

classroom globe will convey Earth's appearance more effectively, but for its glimpses of and below

the surface, this volume could profitably sit nearby.John Peters, New York Public Library Copyright

1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Keith Lye has written more than ninety books for children on every aspect of earth sciences and

political and social geography; in addition he has worked as consultant on a wide variety of

prestigious atlases for young readers. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of

this title.
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